
 

Term 1 Week 5 Newsletter  

Karuah Public School Newsletter 

 

 

Monday 2 March  

• Expression of Interest opens for Year 7 2027 

Tuesday 3 March  

• Junior AECG Meeting 

Wednesday 4 March 

Thursday 5 March 

Friday 6 March 



• School Cross Country 

• Assembly 2:30pm 

 

 

Monday 9 March 

Tuesday 10 March 

• School Photos 

Wednesday 11 March 

• NAPLAN 

• PLP afternoon at Karuah Local Aboriginal Lands Council - 4pm 

Thursday 12 March 

• NAPLAN 

Friday 13 March 

• NAPLAN 

• Zone Rugby League trials - Raymond Terrace 

• Assembly 2:30pm 



Principal's Report 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

1 - Lily, Flo and Harrison - PSSA Zone Swimming 2026 

 

2 - Soccer Gala Day  

 

Another busy and exciting week at Karuah Public School, with many wonderful examples of 

our students demonstrating the values we focus on every day. 

As a Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) school, we operate on a fortnightly focus linked 

to one of our core values — Respect, Responsibility and Pride. PBL allows us to explicitly 

teach the behaviours and expectations we want students to demonstrate across all areas of 

school life. 

Over the coming fortnight, our focus is Responsibility – being in the right place at the right 

time. This includes arriving at school on time, moving promptly between learning areas, 

being organised for lessons and ensuring students are where they are expected to be 

throughout the day. While this may sound simple, these routines build strong habits that 

support learning, independence and positive participation in school life. 

 



Encouragingly, we continue to see many students demonstrating these values not only in the 

classroom but also through the way they represent our school in the wider community. 

Last weekend, Lily and Max proudly represented the region at the NSW State Cup Oztag 

Championships in Coffs Harbour. What a fantastic achievement and we are incredibly proud 

of the way they represented both our school and community. 

Earlier this week, two of our school soccer teams represented Karuah Public School at the 

NSW Football Gala Day. It was wonderful to see students participating enthusiastically, 

demonstrating teamwork, resilience and great sportsmanship throughout the day. 

We also congratulate Harrison, Lily and Florence, who represented our school at the PSSA 

Zone Swimming Carnival. It is always exciting to see our students stepping up to represent 

Karuah Public School at these events and we are very proud of their efforts. 

Responsibility and pride in our community were also on display this week as students 

enthusiastically participated in cleaning up our school grounds and surrounding community 

areas in preparation for Clean Up Australia Day this Sunday. It was wonderful to see 

students taking ownership of their environment and contributing positively to the place we 

all share. 

 



 

 

Another important aspect of responsibility at school is regular attendance. Congratulations 

to all students who enjoyed our attendance reward day this week. 

It is important for families to remember that the focus on attendance is not unique to Karuah 

Public School; it is a NSW Department of Education priority, supported by extensive research 

highlighting the strong links between attendance, academic progress, student wellbeing and 

child protection. 

At times, the focus on attendance can feel personal, and we understand that conversations 

sometimes occur at home around the expectations, scrutiny or reward systems. However, 

this initiative sits within a broader state-wide framework designed to support student 

learning and wellbeing. 

Holidays during school time or simply “staying home” can have a significant impact not only 

on missed learning progressions but also on teacher planning, intervention programs and 

sometimes staffing arrangements. Students with genuine short-term illness are not 

negatively impacted within the rewards program, and those experiencing longer-term illness 

generally only experience an impact within one cycle. This approach ensures the process 

remains fair and equitable while supporting improved attendance across NSW public schools. 

Families are welcome to explore further information about attendance expectations through 

the NSW Department of Education website. 

Strong partnerships between schools and families are essential in supporting student success. 

For this reason, I would also like to remind families of the NSW Department of Education 

School Community Charter, which outlines the shared expectations for respectful and 

productive relationships between schools, families and the wider community. 

The charter is built around three key principles — Collaborative, Respectful Communication 

— and recognises that the best outcomes for students occur when schools and families work 

together in partnership. 

Parents and carers can expect to be welcomed into schools, receive timely and professional 

communication from staff and be treated fairly with honesty, transparency and mutual 

respect.  



In return, all members of the school community share a responsibility to communicate 

respectfully with staff and support positive relationships within the school environment. The 

charter makes it clear that aggressive, intimidating or offensive behaviour — including 

threatening language, abusive communication or derogatory comments — is not acceptable 

within NSW public school communities.  

Where behaviour does not meet these expectations, schools may take steps to address the 

situation. This may include managing how communication occurs with the school, restricting 

contact with staff or the school site, or in more serious cases referring matters to 

appropriate authorities.  

At Karuah Public School we are fortunate to have a supportive and respectful community, 

and we thank our families for continuing to work with us in partnership to create a positive 

environment for all students. 

Many families may have noticed the significant groundwork that took place late last year 

outside the Year 6 classroom. This project forms part of our School Excellence Plan, which 

focuses on ensuring our school environment continues to support our growing community 

despite limited space. The drainage and ground compaction work completed is in 

preparation for a future outdoor learning space. 

The next stages include planning a small amphitheatre-style learning area, sandstone block 

seating zones and consultation with local Elders regarding cultural signage and naming for 

the space. As part of this work, our historical Bicentennial pavers — purchased by families 

many years ago — have been carefully relocated to border the new garden areas. This 

ensures these special pavers continue to be honoured as part of our school’s history and 

remain a visible reminder of the families who have contributed to Karuah Public School 

over generations. 

We are very excited to see this project develop into another beautiful and purposeful 

learning space for our students. 



 

 

Finally, some lovely news to share — congratulations to our wonderful Miss Hicks, who 

recently shared with families that she is expecting her first child. We are absolutely thrilled 

for her. 

Miss Hicks is expected to commence maternity leave around mid Term 2, at which time Mr 

Gilshenan will move from Stage 2 Wambuyn to take over Stage 3 Waakan for the remainder 

of the year. 

It seems there might be something in the water at Karuah Public School! 

As always, I am incredibly proud of our students, staff and families. The pride our students 

show in representing their school, caring for their community and supporting one another 

continues to make Karuah Public School a wonderful place to learn and grow. 

Thank you for your ongoing support, and have a wonderful weekend. 

Toni Lyle 

Principal 



 

NSW Department of Education School Community Charter: For 

Everyone  

Strong partnerships between schools and families are also reflected in the NSW Department 

of Education School Community Charter, which outlines the shared responsibility we all 

have in maintaining respectful, supportive school environments. The charter highlights the 

importance of collaborative, respectful communication and reinforces that the best 

outcomes for students occur when schools and families work together in partnership.  

At Karuah Public School we value positive relationships with our families and appreciate 

communication that is respectful, solution focused and centred on supporting student 

learning and wellbeing. 



 



 



PSSA Zone Swimming  

 

 

HUGE congratulations to - 

• Lily N 

• Harrison W  

• Florence S 

These amazingly talented students swam at the PSSA Zone Swimming Carnival on Monday. 

Highlights include- 

•  Harrison finishing 5th overall in the 50m backstroke and 4th overall in the 50m 

freestyle.  

• Lily and Flo finished in the top 13 overall for their events. 

All events were timed finals and our KPS students swam and competed competitively!! 



 

3 - Harrison and Flo. Absent Lily 

Newcastle Permanent Primary School Soccer Gala Day 

 

On Tuesday, 24th February, Karuah Public School proudly participated in the NNPS Soccer 

Gala Day. Despite the hot weather, all our students gave their best on the field and 

demonstrated outstanding sportsmanship throughout the day. It was a fantastic event, and 

our students truly represented Karuah Public School with pride and enthusiasm. Well done 

to everyone involved! 

Kind regards, 

Michael Gilshenan, Aunty Nicky Ridgeway and Kath Henry 



CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY  

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

K-6 students actively participated in Clean Up Australia Day by collecting litter around the 

school and nearby community areas. They worked in groups, learned about waste sorting 

and recycling, and developed environmental responsibility. Teachers supported the activity, 

helping students understand the importance of caring for their environment. The experience 

fostered teamwork and pride in contributing to a cleaner community. 

Go KPS!! 

Coming Up 

 

 

PBL Focus – Cyber Safety 

This week in PBL we continued our focus on showing responsibility by being cyber safe. 

Teachers and students continued to develop their understanding of the importance of being 

responsible and safe when online. In classes, students were again 'Digital Detectives' and 

were given scenarios to test their online safety knowledge. Each scenario involved a safe 

option and an unsafe option. Students had to use their detective skills and knowledge to 



decide which option was safe. After the safe online option was revealed, the class discussed 

the safety of each option.  

Friday March 6  - School cross Country 

 

Monday March 9  - HRHS Year 7 2027 Information Evening 6pm - 

7:30pm 

 



Enrol Now flyer - Parent Info Evening 

Parents, carers, and students from Year 4 onwards are warmly invited to Hunter River High 

School’s Year 7 2027 Information Evening on Monday 9 March 2026, from 6:00 PM to 7:30 

PM. This event provides a great opportunity to meet the school’s dedicated staff, ask 

questions, and explore the modern facilities. 

Hunter River High School offers a broad range of programs including sports, arts, STEM, and 

leadership opportunities, all designed to support students’ growth and success. Strong 

community partnerships and a supportive environment help students build confidence and 

create clear pathways for their future. 

This session is an ideal chance to learn more about how Hunter River High School supports 

students throughout their high school journey. 

Tuesday March 10  - School Photos 

 



 

School Photos will be taken on Tuesday March 10, 2026. 

My name is Gavin I am the owner operator of Photoworx Photography. After 21 years 

photographing schools, childcare, dance and sports clubs I’m as passionate today as I was 

in the beginning and I guarantee it will show in the photos we produce. With a focus on 

customer needs our service is second to none and our services will go far beyond photo 

day, catering to all your organisations needs. “We are your photographers”. 

We believe school photos should be an enjoyable experience for all students and teachers 

alike. 

We will always take the time and care needed to make it more than “Just a school photo”. 

purchasing your child/ren's school photos. 

See attached flyer regarding photo packages available. 

PLEASE NOTE: YOU MUST REGISTER FOR SIBLING PHOTOS 24 HOURS PRIOR TO PHOTO DAY.  

Photoworx flyers will be sent home with your child/ren next week. The form will have a QR 

code and instructions on how to order online. 

For more information or questions regarding school photos, please contact Gavin on 

40888199 or email gavin@photoworx.net.au 



PLP Afternoon  - Wednesday 11 March @ 4pm 

 

We are holding our combined Parent/Teacher Interviews and Personalised Learning Pathway 

(PLP) for our Aboriginal students and families at the Karuah Aboriginal Lands Council 

Community Hall on Wednesday, March 11, commencing at 4pm. 

We will again be joining with Hunter River High School Clontarf  Team, Cultural Room Team 

and high school executives to welcome our Hunter River High school students to the event 

as well! 

The wonderful afternoon will kick off at approx. 4.00 pm with a BBQ and drinks  provided, 

and will be a walk-in style parent/teacher/student 3-way conference to identify, organise 

and apply personal approaches to learning and engagement. The afternoon is a fantastic 

opportunity to discuss any concerns that you may have with their class teacher.  

We look forward to seeing you there! 



Aboriginal Education 

 

Each year we complete Personalized Learning Pathways (PLP's) for all our Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander students. The PLP's are an active process, which are developed in a 

consultation process between the student, parents/carers, and teachers, to identify, 

organise and apply personal approaches to learning and engagement. They can have short 

term or long-term goals. Short term goals can be specific stepping stones to reach long term 

goals.  

It is recommended that all Aboriginal students have a PLP that is tailored to the student and 

is regularly reviewed and updated. The PLPs will change as the student moves from learning 

stage to learning stage. It is expected that the PLPs developed in Stage 3 will be used to 

support student/s transition into Year 7. 

Students have been working hard with Aunty Nicki and their teachers to set Learning and 

Cultural goals for this year. At this stage Years 5 and 6 have completed their Cultural plans, 

some students have wanted to add new photos to their plans. More information can be 

added after they meet with their Parents/Carers and Teachers on our PLP afternoon. 

The responses from the students looking back over their plans from the last few years 

have been great especially when they see how far they have come. 



 

Junior AECG Meeting Dates for 2026 

Below are the dates for this years Junior AECG meetings. We will be holding one (1) meeting 

a term starting at 2pm. 

Junior AECG meeting dates for 2026: 

Term 1 - Tuesday March 3 

Term 2 -  Tuesday May 26 

Term 3 -  Tuesday September 1 

Term 4 -   Tuesday November 17 

If you have any questions regarding your child or would just like to have a yarn with the 

Aboriginal Education team, please contact the school and Aunty Nicki or Aunty Kellie will be 

in contact. 

Gapu,                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Aboriginal Education Team 



Travelling Australia or Overseas....Did you know?? 

 

Assembly Awards 

 

 



 

 

4 - Summer W: for her outstanding writing about a bird. 



 

5 - Ollie W: for always being a respectful and responsible class member.  



 

6 - Ariana C: for trying her personal best with all written tasks. 



 

7 - Layla W: for a positive attitude towards school and learning. 



 

8 - Zaylan H: For always challenging himself and attempting the red 'super challenge' chilli in maths 



 

9 - Aisha M: For always trying her best and taking care with her handwriting 



 

10 - Cj W: For his commitment and focus during independent learning tasks 



 

11 - Nils F: for working hard and improving his reading 



 

12 - Sailor F: for attentive listening and active engagement during lessons 



 

13 - Malikah R: For always approaching learning activities with a commitment to success. 



 

14 - Sophie M: For being a caring and supportive friend to her classmates. 



 

15 - Leiana M: for always applying her best effort across all areas of learning. 



 

16 - Seth C: for consistently supporting and assisting others in the classroom, demonstrating patience and a willingness to 
help peers succeed. 



 

17 - Sayla B: wonderful ideas in our library lessons about kindness. 



 

18 - Harlyn B: always giving his best in science and library lessons.  



 

19 - Seth C: For participating in class discussions that are relevant to RFF lessons 



 

20 -  

• Jackson A: For having insight and asking relevant Qs in RFF lessons 

 

Congratulations to our Weekly Classroom Award Winners! 



Weekly Bronze Award Winners 

 

 

 

21 - Harry 



 

22 - Kole 



 

23 - Hal 



 

24 - Mia 



 

25 - Estelle 



 

26 - Aisha 



 

27 - Imogen 



 

28 - Leiana 

Weekly Silver Award Winners 

 



 

 

29 - Leo 



 

30 - Milena 



 

31 - Zaylan 



 

32 - Harrison 

Weekly Gold Award Winners 

 



 

School Medallion 

 

 

Principal's Award 

 



 

Good for Kids  

 



 



COMMUNITY NEWS 

Karuah OSHC - 0476 454 037 

 



Karuah Pearls Netball Club 

 



Circle of Security 

 

Term Calendar 2026 

 

DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE & WILL BE ADVERTISED IN THE NEWSLETTER AND 

SENTRAL PARENT PORTAL APP 



Term 1 

 

 

Monday 16 March 

• Harmony Week  

• NAPLAN 

• Hunter Swimming Carnival 

• Early Stage 1/Stage 1 Excursion deposit due 

Tuesday 17 March 

• Harmony Day - wear orange or cultural clothing/outfit 

• NAPLAN 

Wednesday 18 March 

• Harmony Week 

• NAPLAN 

Thursday 19 March 

• National Close the Gap Day 

• Harmony Week 

• NAPLAN 

Friday 20 March 

• Harmony Week 

• NAPLAN 

• Stage 2 Excursion permission and payment due  

• Stage 3 Excursion permission and payment due 



• Assembly 2:30pm 

 

 

Monday 23 March 

• NAPLAN 

Tuesday 24 March 

Wednesday 25 March 

• Stage 2 excursion - Blackbutt Reserve 

• Stage 3 excursion - Hunter Wetlands 

Thursday 26 March 

• Early Stage 1/Stage 1 excursion - Hunter Valley Wildlife Park 

Friday 27 March 

• Zone Cross Country - Lakeside 

• Assembly 2.30pm 

 

 

Monday 30 March 

Tuesday 31 March 

• Hunter NRL Trials - boys 



• Newcastle Knights League Stars Challenge u/10's - Morpeth 

• PBL Citizenship Awards - Council Chambers 3:30pm 

Wednesday 1 April 

Thursday 2 April 

• Easter Hat Parade - 2pm 

• Attendance Reward Day 

• Last day of term  

Friday 3 April 

• Good Friday   

Term 2 

 

 

Monday 20 April 

• Staff Development Day (no students) 

Tuesday 21 April 

• Staff Development Day (no students) 

Wednesday 22 April 

• All students return to school for Term 2 

Thursday 23 April 

Friday 24 April 

• ANZAC Day Ceremony 9.30am 

• Assembly 2.30pm 



 

 

Monday 27 April 

• ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 28 April 

• PSSA Zone Netball trials 

Wednesday 29 April 

Thursday 30 April 

• Red Cross - Pillowcase Program - Years 3 & 4 

Friday 1 May 

• Selective High School and Opportunity Class Placement test 

• Soccer trials Tomaree 

• Assembly 2.30pm 

 

 

Monday 4 May 

Tuesday 5 May 

Wednesday 6 May 

• Deadly Science - Years 4, 5 & 6 



Thursday 7 May 

• Year 4 & 6 Interrelate lessons 

Friday 8 May 

• Assembly 2.30pm 

 

 

Monday 11 May 

Tuesday 12 May 

• Hunter Netball Trials 

Wednesday 13 May 

Thursday 14 May 

• Year 4 & 6 Interrelate lessons 

Friday 15 May 

• Assembly 2.30pm 

 

 

Monday 18 May 

Tuesday 19 May 

Wednesday 20 May 



Thursday 21 May 

• Year 4 & 6 Interrelate lessons 

Friday 22 May 

• Attendance Reward Day 

• Assembly 2.30pm 

Contact Us 

Karuah Public School  

18 Bundabah Street 

Worimi Country 

Karuah  

NSW 2324  

PH: 024997 5341  

Email: karuah-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
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