
 

Term 4 Week 7 Newsletter  

Karuah Public School Newsletter 

UPCOMING WEEK AHEAD: Term 4 WEEK 8! 

 

 

Monday 1 December 

• Benevolent Playgroup 9.30-11am Library 

Tuesday 2 December 

• HRHS Transition Day Year 7 2026 

• PBL Citizenship Awards - Port Stephens Council 



Wednesday 3 December 

• International Day of People with Disability 

• Youyoong AECG Christmas Yarn Up, Catherine McAuley 

Thursday 4 December 

• Dance2BFit 

Friday 5 December 

• Early Stage 1/Stage 1 - Responsible Pet Ownership - incursion (Hall) 10.20am  - 11am 

• School Assembly 2.30pm 

 

 

Monday 8 December 

• Benevolent Playgroup 9.30-11am Library 

• Clontarf visiting 

Tuesday 9 December 

• Dance2BFit End of Year Concert 

Wednesday 10 December 

• Presentation Day - Karuah RSL Club 10am 

• Year 6 Farewell Disco 

Friday 12 December 

• School Assembly 2.30pm 



Principal's Report  

 

Wiyabu! Hello! 

It has been another trying week in regard to the weather, and I want to thank everyone for 

continuing to trust us with your children. Please be assured that we have strong policies, 

procedures, and emergency plans in place, and a key part of those plans is our direct access 

to emergency services, who continue to guide and support us whenever needed. With some 

very hot days ahead, please know that our staff have the safety and wellbeing of our 

students at the heart of all they do, each and every day. 

From Week 8, Mrs. Aimee Pappas will be relieving in my role for the remainder of the year 

as I step out to undertake a temporary Relieving Director, Educational Leadership position 

for the Lake Macquarie North Network. I look forward to seeing everyone again at the start 

of next year. 

This week, all of Port Stephens commences Sorry Business, with Aboriginal flags flown at 

half-mast for Aunty Colleen Perry. Aunty Colleen’s passing is incredibly sad and marks the 

loss of a strong cultural identity and matriarch whose story is forever etched into the painted 

footsteps at the front of our school. Aunty Colleen was not allowed to attend Karuah Public 

School as a child — and it is for her, and for all Elders affected, that our reconciliation 

journey began. Her courage, legacy, and strength continue to guide our work. 

From one story of leadership to another, last Tuesday our Year 5 aspiring leaders for 2026 

presented their speeches to a truly captivated audience. This is the largest number of 

nominations we have ever had, and we could not be prouder of each and every one of these 

outstanding students. What impressed us most was that every student, without exception, 

spoke about leading with kindness, modelling kindness, and lifting others up. There is 

nothing more we could ask of a future leader. 

See you all next year!  

Warm regards, 



Toni Lyle  

 

Social media changes are coming - Dec 10 

From December 10 2025, certain social media platforms won’t be allowed to let Australians 

under 16 create or keep an account. Under-16s will still be able to see publicly available 

social media content that doesn’t require logging into an account. 

What you need to know: 

• The age restrictions are likely to apply 

to Facebook, Instagram, Kick, Reddit, Snapchat, Threads, TikTok, X and YouTube, as 

well as other platforms. See the latest list. 

• Under-16s will still be able to see publicly available social media content that doesn’t 

require logging into an account. 

• There are exclusions for a number of platforms, including educational tools such as 

learning management systems. For example, Google Classroom and YouTube Kids will 

not be age restricted, and YouTube videos that can be seen without logging in can 

still be shared by teachers. 

Why the changes? 

 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics/esafety-guide/facebook
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics/esafety-guide/instagram
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics/esafety-guide/kick
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics/esafety-guide/reddit
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics/esafety-guide/snapchat
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics/esafety-guide/threads
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics/esafety-guide/tiktok
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics/esafety-guide/x
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics/esafety-guide/youtube
https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/industry-regulation/social-media-age-restrictions/which-platforms-are-age-restricted
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics/esafety-guide/youtube-kids


The changes aim to protect under-16s from pressures and risks they can be exposed to while 

logged in to social media accounts. These come from design features in the platforms that: 

• encourage them to spend too much time on screens – for example, by prompting 

them with streams of notifications and alerts, and pressuring them to view 

disappearing content 

• increase the likelihood of exposure to negative, upsetting or manipulative content 

served up in their feeds by algorithms. 

These features have been linked to harms to health and wellbeing – including increased 

stress levels, and reduced sleep and concentration.  

Of course, they are not the only risks on social media. Young people can also be exposed to 

harmful conduct such as cyberbullying, being asked for nudes and being sent pornography 

or violent material.  

The age restrictions are a delay, not a ban.  

You won’t have to say ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to social media accounts, instead you can say ‘not yet’, 

knowing other under-16s are also being prevented from creating or keeping accounts so 

your child won’t be missing out.   

The delay gives you extra time to talk about online safety and wellbeing with your child, to 

help them prepare for the risks and pressures of social media when they turn 16. It ’s 

breathing space for them to build digital, social and emotional skills, and to understand the 

importance of reaching out for help if things go wrong. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Kindergarten Enrolments and Class Arrangements for 2026: Further 

Information 

We are currently still accepting enrolments for Kindergarten 2026, and we are on track to 

have a record number of students joining Karuah Public School next year! 

 As many of you know, our school continues to grow rapidly in student numbers—but not in 

classroom spaces or staff allocations. To preserve our wonderful learning environment, 

maintain smaller and more individualised class sizes, and continue the outstanding results 

our students are achieving, we will be introducing a new class structure next year. This 

change is a proactive step to ensure that as our school expands, we can continue to offer the 

same high-quality and personal education experience that defines Karuah Public School. 

With a very large current Kindergarten also moving into Year 1 in 2026, maintaining separate 

Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 classes while keeping our infant classes small and 

manageable is no longer logistically possible.  

To best support our growing student body, Karuah Public School will be entering a new phase 

by moving all Kindergarten to Year 2 classes into the F Block buildings along Tarean Road 

in 2026. This will create a concentrated K–2 learning zone with strong levels of support staff 

and interactive learning environments for our youngest students. 



This arrangement will provide a more settled start for new Kindergarten students at the 

beginning of the year, surrounded by experienced and independent learners from day one. It 

will also address concerns about having only one large Kindergarten class in the current 

Kindergarten block and taking a small group of students away from their new peers into a 

distant K/1 class in F Block.  

We are very excited about this transition as it allows our school to grow with a more flexible 

structure that welcomes new families more easily, without placing pressure or overcrowding 

on just one or two classrooms with set year levels who continue to get new enrolments. 

As a school that prides itself on individualised learning, guided by the literacy and 

numeracy progressions, this change will have no negative impact on your child’s education. 

In fact, it will strengthen our capacity to deliver high-quality, targeted learning experiences 

for every student. All of our student's data is tracked and learning progress regularly (daily!) 

monitored.  

Please note that students will not be informed of their classroom teacher until the first day 

of Term 1, 2026. Class groupings will continue to be reviewed and refined over the 5–6 week 

summer break to ensure the best possible arrangements for all students. 

Thank you for your understanding and continued support as we prepare for another exciting 

year ahead at Karuah Public School. 

Selective High School and Opportunity Classes 

 



 

Selective high school and opportunity class applications are open from 6 November 2025 

to 20 February 2026 

 

Selective high school Year 7 entry in 2027: Apply when your child is at the end of Year 5 or 

the beginning of Year 6. 

Opportunity class Year 5 entry in 2027: Apply when your child is at the end of Year 3 or the 

beginning of Year 4. 

 

Selective high schools and opportunity classes are some of the ways the NSW Department of 

Education supports high potential and gifted students. 

What are their benefits? 

Students learn alongside, and form friendships with, other high potential and gifted 

classmates. Special teaching methods allow students to learn at a quicker pace and in more 

detail. 

Research shows that students benefit both academically and socially when learning with 

classmates who have similar abilities. 

Selective high schools and opportunity classes are not zoned so you can apply to ones 

outside your local enrolment area. Within each co-educational opportunity class and 

selective high school there will be an equal number of places available for girls and boys. 

Visit the website for more information and to complete the online application: Selective high 

schools ahttps://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-

setting/selective-high-schoolsnd opportunity classes 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools/what-are-selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes-
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools


WEEK 9 KEY DATES 

 

WEEK 10 KEY DATES 

 



Tuesday December 9  - Dance 2 bfit Xmas Concert 

 

Everyone welcome!! 

Wednesday December 10  - Presentation Day 2025 

 

Everyone is welcome to attend our Annual Presentation Ceremony to celebrate the 

wonderful achievements of the students and staff at Karuah Public School. 

Emails have been sent home to parents of students that will be receiving awards on 

Presentation Day, please remember to check your emails. 



Wednesday YEAR 6 FAREWELL DISCO 

 

Due to there being a clash with the original date of the Year 6 Farewell Disco and the Karuah 

RSL Carols by Candlelight, we have been able to change our event date. 

The new date for the Year 6 Farewell Disco is Wednesday December 10 @ 5:30pm. 

Please read the flyer for all the details regarding this event. 

P & C CHRISTMAS RAFFLE ~ drawn on Wednesday December 10 after 

the Presentation Ceremony 

 

Tickets were sent home with students this week.  

If you require more tickets, there are more in the school office. 



There are lots of amazing prizes to be won!! 

Canteen News 

 



 

1 - Order forms will be sent home early in week 8 

 



2 - Order forms will be sent home early week 9 

Tuesday December 2  - HRHS Transition Day Year 7 2026 

 

Students in Year 6 that are attending HRHS in 2026 have been invited to attend their annual 

Transition Day. 

This day provides an opportunity for new students to get acquainted with the school 

environment, routines, and staff before the school year begins.  

What to expect on the transition day: 

• Introduction to the school: You will have a chance to learn about the school's layout, 

routines, and expectations. 

• Meet new staff and students: The day is designed to help you get to know your new 

teachers and classmates. 

• Understand high school life: You will learn about the differences between primary 

and high school and what to expect during Year 7 

Year 6 will travel via bus to the high school with Miss Hicks.  



Friday December 5  - Responsible Pet Ownership Program 

 

On Friday 5th December students from K-2 will partake in an incursion about being safe and 

making safe choices around pets. Linked to the K-2 PDHPE topic this terms of 'Keeping 

myself and others safe', students will be introduced to the Reponsible Pet Educator and 

their pet dog. Students will learn how to be safe around dogs, how to ask permission before 

interacting with a dog and how to safely say 'hello' to dogs.  

 

 

Week 7- Monday November 24 School Leaders Assembly 

A huge Congratulations to our Year 5 students that presented their leader speeches to our 

school and community on Monday. They all did an amazing job and it was a very tough 

decision to vote. 



Students that were successful in gaining a leadership position will be advised on our 

Presentation Day that is held on Wednesday 10th December.  

 

Friday November 28  - Oztag v Tea Gardens Public School 

 

 



 

On Friday morning, Tea Gardens Public School hosted KPS for three great games of oztag. 

We were incredibly lucky to be a part of such an amazing morning. Our stage 2 boys, stage 

2/3 girls and stage 3 boys played a game each. All games were played with a strong 

competitive spirit and there was some incredible talent on display. Our stage 2 boys went 

down in a hard-fought game to kick off the day while our girl's team and stage 3 boys came 

home strong, each winning their games. 

A huge thank you to the staff at Tea Gardens Public School for their hospitality. Our students 

were treated to post-game iceblocks and a sausage sizzle lunch. The preparation and 

organisation of the day set a high standard. We are hoping for more of these days in the 

future  - perhaps an annual competition. 

Thank you to Mr Evans, Mrs Edwards and Aunty Nicki for their efforts on the day. Mr Evans is 

a fantastic coach and even balanced coaching and refereeing the stage 3 game. 

 

Mr Charles Fielder 



Thursday November 20  - Community PBL Awards  

 

On Thursday our Raymond Terrace Community PBL awards were on at Raymond Terrace 

Marketplace. This week Miss Foister proudly attended to congratulate our wonderful 

Braxton. Braxton was nominated for being an outstanding friend who consistently shows 

kindness and inclusivity to all. Always with a positive attitude, Braxton plays fairly and 

follows the rules, making sure everyone is having fun. His great sportsmanship and 

constant encouragement help others feel supported and enjoy their time together. Well 

done Braxton! 

 



 

 



 

Community PBL Awards – Nomination Guide & Review Process 

These awards celebrate students who consistently live our core values of respect, 

responsibility and pride—whether that’s lending a hand at a community event, showing 

daily kindness, or caring for our local environment. 

How to Nominate 

• Nomination criteria Nominate students whose actions clearly embody our school 

values. Examples might include volunteering at community events, mentoring 

younger peers, or protecting the school grounds and wider community. 

• Submitting a nomination Email the school with the student’s name, class and a clear 

description of the positive behaviour you observed. The more detail you provide, the 

easier it is for the panel to understand the impact. 

• Who can nominate? Parents and carers are welcome to nominate their own children, 

but we also encourage you to recognise other students who make our school and 

community a better place. 

Review Process 

Each week, all nominations are reviewed by our PBL Review Committee. Because we 

routinely receive more nominations than there are awards available, selection is not 

guaranteed. However, nominations that are not selected remain in the pool and are 

reconsidered in each subsequent review. The committee: 



1. Aligns every nomination with PBL values and behaviour expectations, confirming 

the student’s actions clearly reflect those standards—inside the classroom, around 

the playground or out in the wider community. 

2. Looks for evidence of sustained and consistent positive behaviour, giving priority to 

students who repeatedly demonstrate our core values over time. 

We value every child’s efforts, but the committee must select the most deserving nominees 

from the pool each cycle to keep the process fair and transparent. 

Notification & Celebration 

If your child is chosen to receive a Community PBL Award, you will receive a letter at the 

beginning of the week with all the details. We look forward to publicly celebrating the 

wonderful behaviours that make our school such a positive place to learn and grow. 

Thank you for your ongoing support in recognising and fostering the values that define our 

school community. 

Aboriginal Education 

 

Aboriginal education classes with Aunty Nicki this week, years 4, 5 and 6 completed their 

message sticks with the stories they made in earlier lessons. 



The students showed great creativity in decorating their message sticks, using traditional 

patterns and symbols to represent their personal stories. It was great to see everyone 

sharing what their designs meant, while fostering a deeper understanding of Aboriginal 

culture and storytelling traditions. 

If you have any questions regarding your child or would just like to have a yarn with the 

Aboriginal Education team, please contact the school and Aunty Nicki, Aunty Pearl or Aunty 

Kellie will be in contact. 

Gapu,                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Aboriginal Education Team 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



Assembly Awards 

 

 

 

 



3 - Ruby M: for her thoughtful contributions to class discussions 

 

4 - Esther L: for challenging herself to include adjectives when writing compound sentences   

 

5 - Axel M: For working hard and helping his peers during maths lessons 



 

6 - Aurora W-D: For always trying her best in all learning tasks 



 

7 - Tate M: for tyring hard to use expression when reading speech in a text 



 

8 - CJ W: for his hard work and persistence when using different strategies in Ninjas. 

 

9 - Lauren C - For showing initiative when faced with challenges 



 

10 - Natalie C - For showing strong motivation to succeed in maths lessons 



 

11 - Harrison W: a pen licence 



 

12 - Eedie R: a pen licence 



 

13 - Dexter H: for using his knowledge of figurative language to analyse poetry.  



 

14 - Shonequa TW: for using the repeated addition strategy to solve complex multiplication problems independently.  



 

15 - Kandra-Lee: For demonstrating outstanding imagination and artistic flair in creating our under-the-sea themed 
artworks 



 

16 - Ethan B: for consistently challenging himself by completing Ninja questions above his own 



 

17 - Eva P: always demonstrating pride in all class activities 

 

18 - Esther L: always having a positive attitude in all class activities 



 

19 - Natalie C: Always completing RFF lesson promptly and confidently 



 

20 - Josh M: Showing enthusiasm in our science investigations 

 

Congratulations to our Weekly Classroom Award Winners! 



Weekly Bronze Award Winners 

 

 

 

21 - Zayne 



 

22 - Peighton 

 

23 - Skyla 



 

24 - Eedie 



 

25 - Lilly 



 

26 - Sophie 



 

27 - Buddy 



 

28 - Cody 



 

29 - Max 



 

30 - Sailor 



 

31 - Leiana 



 

32 - Callum 



 

33 - Seth 



 

34 - Jahkari 



 

35 - Jayden C 



 

36 - Aubrey GB 



 

37 - Harris F x 4! 

Weekly Silver Award Winners 

 



 

 

38 - Isaiah 

Weekly Gold Award Winners 

 



 

School Medallion 

 

 

Principal's Award 

 



 

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) 

This week in PBL... 

 

This fortnight our PBL focus is 'I show Responsibility by being safe online.' In class this 

fortnight students were informed of the December 10, social media age restrictions for 

children under the age of 16. K-2 students discussed stratgies for dealing with online risks. 

Students talked about what risks there can be when going online and how important it is to 

make sure we are keep our personal information private. 3-6 students discussed the issues 

that can arise when content or images are shared online. Students investigated further, 

using the eSafety website, how the social media age restrictions will affect them and what it 

means come December 10.  

 



P & C NEWS 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Karuah OSHC - 0476 454 037 

 



Karuah RSL Kids Xmas party & Carols By Candlelight Info 

 

 



Rotary Men's Health Check 

 

 



 

Term Calendar 2025 

 

DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE & WILL BE ADVERTISED IN THE NEWSLETTER AND 

SENTRAL PARENT PORTAL APP 



Term 4 

 

 

Monday 15 December 

• Benevolent Playgroup 9.30-11am Library 

• Year 6 Fun Day Out 

Tuesday 16 December 

• P&C Christmas Stall 

Thursday 18 December 

• Talent Show 

• End of year class parties 

Friday 19 December 

• Attendance Reward Day 

• Year 6 Clap out 

• Last day of Term 4 all students and staff 



Term 1 

 

 

Monday 26 January 

• Public Holiday 

Tuesday 27 January 

• Staff Development Day - no students at school 

Wednesday 28 January 

• Staff Development Day - no students at school 

Thursday 29 January 

• Staff Development Day - no students at school 

Friday 30 January 

• Staff Development Day - no students at school 

 

 

Monday 2 February 

• All students commence school for Term 1 (Kindergarten to Yr 6) 



Contact Us 

Karuah Public School  

18 Bundabah Street 

Worimi Country 

Karuah  

NSW 2324  

PH: 024997 5341  

Email: karuah-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
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